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I wish everyone a happy, healthy and prosperous 
2016. The Council members and I are preparing for a busy 
agenda in the new year. As promised in my campaign, 
we surveyed all Fenwick Islanders for their opinion on 
Freeboarding and raising the height limits for new residential 
construction to compensate for the loss of living area as a 
result of the Freeboarding. The results of the survey were 
as follows: 190 in favor; 164 opposed; 8 neutral, with 362 
households responding.

At the January 22, 2016 meeting the Council 
unanimously passed a resolution opposing seismic testing 
and oil drilling off the Atlantic coast. In addition, the 
Council approved a complete redesign of the town website 
and will be working with the State of Delaware Government 
Information Center to provide a more friendly and simpler 

user experience. In the upcoming months we will continue to work on pedestrian safety, among many other issues.
I want to thank everyone for their tireless work on Council and on Committees which enables the Town to 

continue to move forward and prosper.

FIPD: Winter Storm Jonas and Helpful Safety Tips

Winter 2016

Winter is truly here and Fenwick 
Island survived Winter Storm Jonas. 
Let’s use this time to prepare so we 
are ready for the next winter storm.

Incorporating an emergency 
kit in your home is simple and 
something everyone should have. 
Living along the coast can bring 
some pretty fierce weather; it just 
makes sense to be prepared. Go to 
www.ready.gov for a handy check 
list of items that you should include 
in your home emergency kit. Or, 
you can stop by the Public Safety 
Building and we will be more than 
happy to give you information on 
being prepared for the next storm 
event.

We cannot say it enough—
if you are going away for an 
extended time please call us and 
let us know. This can save you a 
huge headache when you get back. 
From break-ins, to water pipe leaks 
and so much more - if we are aware 

that you are not in town, we can help 
keep a look out on your home. 

During this off-season time, the 
Fenwick Island Police Department’s 
officers perform property checks 
throughout the community. These 
checks happen frequently and can 
help lessen the possibility of damage 
to your property.

Stop by the Public Safety 
Building and fill out the short 
Emergency Contact Form. We keep 
these forms on hand so we can 
notify you in case of an emergency. 
This form only takes a couple of 
minutes to complete, but can save 
you hours of headache later on.

If you need to contact the 
FIPD, the officer-on-duty carries 
a cell phone. These calls should 
consist of non-emergency type 
things. You can reach the officer-
on-duty at 302-542-8793.

If you have an emergency 
please dial 911 immediately. 

All emergency calls should be 
made directly to 911 and not to the 
officer-on-duty.

The 911 system is in place to 
save lives. Help make the system 
work for you by setting up a safety 
profile that is only seen by emergency 
responders. You can sign up at 
www.Smart911.com or on www.
sussexcountyde.gov and click on 
Smart911.
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Important Dates
1st Tuesday of every month
Charter & Ordinance Meeting

2nd Tuesday of every month
Planning Commission Meeting
The Planning Commission is 
currently working on the rewrite 
of the Comprehensive Plan. Please 
check the website for meeting times 
and agendas.

2nd Wednesday of every month
Technology Committee Meeting

1st Thursday of every month
Environmental Committee Meeting 

3rd Thursday of every month
Business Development Meeting 

4th Friday of every month
Council Meeting

The Town Hall will be CLOSED 
on the following dates:

• February 15 for Presidents Day
• March 25 for Good Friday
• May 30 for Memorial Day
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William Weistling
Roy Williams We are working hard to update the town’s website so 

you can enjoy a friendlier and simpler web experience.

Please Register to Vote.
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To all Homeowners and Visitors of Fenwick 
Island—Happy New Year to all! Hopefully 
everyone has had a good 2016 so far. The Public 
Works Department was quite busy decorating 
the town to usher in the festive holiday season. 
The Holiday Gathering in the Fenwick Island 
Community Park on Dec. 11th was a great success. 
Barbara McCoy and her group did a great job 
planning the event. Now that the holidays are over, 
Public Works will be shifting gears to our fall and 
winter work of drainage projects, lifeguard stands, 
and the thought of warmer weather. As always, 
if anyone has any comments, questions or 
concerns, feel free to contact Public Works at 
(302) 539-3011 x206.

Public Works Department

Captain Tim Ferry is preparing for another safe 
summer season in 2016. Registration for the 
junior lifeguard program begins April 1 while 
beach patrol service commences May 28 on 
weekends and full-time June 10. To raise revenue 
for the beach patrol, if you know of a business that 
would be interested in advertising on a lifeguard 
stand during the season, please have them contact 
Town Hall for more information. Beach Patrol 
tryouts will begin in late March and applications 
for employment are available on the town 
website. Thank you to everyone who attended or 
participated in the annual Fenwick Freeze!

FI BEACH PATROL:
Beach News

Welcome to the Town of Fenwick Island, 
Delaware 2016 winter edition of the quarterly 
newsletter. Winter Storm Jonas, a historic coastal 
flooding and beach erosion event, left minimal 
damage throughout Fenwick Island. With strong 
northeast winds, the storm pounded the coast for 
two straight days. The 2012 replenished dune and 
beach was impacted, but nothing like our neighbors 
to the north. Homes along the ocean front were 
spared from water, and wind, as the highest gusts 
were near 70 mph. Bay flooding did not reach 
Superstorm Sandy levels; however most streets 
throughout the bayside were flooded up to one foot 
or more. I would like to thank the FIPD for assisting 
homeowners during the storm, and the public 
works department for diligently preparing for the 
winter weather. 

I would also like to update the community on a 
few projects. First, the W. Dagsboro Street drainage 
work was completed in mid-January. Second, 
the FY16 Street Repair project (annual street 
maintenance) will commence in April due to the 
cold weather. Third, management is in the process 
of designing a rack card for recycling and a rack 
card for election information. Both cards should be 
printed by May 1. Lastly, the F.I. Community Park 
phase two project was approved by DNREC and 
construction of a new playground will occur this 
winter. 

Overall, the Town is in good financial and 
physical shape. FY 2017 Budget Committee 
meetings will be scheduled in April and May with 
adoption of the FY17 Financial Plan to occur 
tentatively at the May or June monthly Council 
meeting. As always, if you have questions or need 
to request information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at Town Hall.

Sincerely,
Merritt Burke IV, Town Manager 

Town Management Charter & Ordinance
 The Charter & Ordinance Committee continues with its mission to bring the Town 
Codebook up to date and more user friendly. The most recent amendments to the Code 
include changes both to Chapter 116 (Peace and Good Order) by adding a new Article III, an 
“Ordinance Regulating the Possession of Firearms, Ammunition, Components of Firearms, 
and Explosives in Municipal Buildings, on Municipal Properties and in Police Stations in the 
Town of Fenwick Island” and Chapter 160 (Zoning) by amending the minimum square feet of 
land area and maximum number of sleeping rooms in existing motels/hotels. The Town Code 
can be accessed on the Town’s website. Newly enacted laws can be found by clicking on the tab 
“New Laws”. 
 The Charter & Ordinance Committee normally meets on the first Tuesday of the month 
(if necessary). Please check the Town’s website for upcoming meetings. All are welcomed and 
encouraged to attend and participate in committee discussions and consideration.

If you have any questions, please contact Pat Schuchman, Town Building Official.

The Environmental Committee 
wishes a happy and healthy 2016 to all 
Fenwick Islanders, and I am pleased to 
announce to start off the new year the Town 
Council has unanimously passed a resolution 
opposing seismic blasting and oil drilling off 
the Atlantic coast. Fenwick Island is the  
101st town to pass such a resolution.

Evidence has been discovered, by 
a Department of Agriculture Forester, of 
pine wilt disease in some black pine trees 
in Fenwick Island. This disease is caused 
by nematodes that infect non-native pines 
and causes rapid death of the trees. 
Symptoms may first appear on one 
or a few branches but often develop 
quickly throughout the crown and 
trees may die in only 1 or 2 months 
after symptoms appear. Rarely do 
they survive more than a year. This 

disease rapidly spreads from tree to tree in the 
Spring and Summer months but lies dormant 
in the Winter. Unfortunately tree removal is 
the only method of preventing the spread of 
pine wilt disease and infected trees should be 
burned, buried or chipped. A representative 
from the Delaware Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service will be give a presentation to all 
citizens at the February 26, 2016 town Council 
meeting. The committee asks anyone with 
dead pine trees on their property to remove 
them as soon as possible to prevent further 
spread of this disease in the Spring.

The Environmental Committee

Please mark your calendars for Earth Day,
April 22, 2016. The Environmental Committee
and the Town of Fenwick Island are sponsoring a town 
clean-up from 9:00-11:30 AM, beginning at Town
Hall for refreshments as well as a raffle for prizes.


