
According to the U.S. Department of Transportation, an estimated 1-2 million crashes between motor 
vehicles and deer and other large animals occur every year in the U.S., and that number is increasing.1  
Those collisions cause approximately 200 human deaths–-and 26,000 injuries-–per year, with property 
damage and other costs totaling at least $8 billion a year. In rural states, such as Wyoming, wildlife 
vehicle collisions can represent almost 20 percent of all collisions reported. The conservation cost also 
is significant. With wildlife corridors blocked or impeded by roads and highways, ecosystems are less 
resilient to a changing climate while populations of economically important species, like elk and mule 
deer, are cut off from seasonal migration routes. From a transportation infrastructure perspective, 
proven solutions to this problem are available. 

As researchers amass more and better data regarding wildlife movements and collision hotspots, 
we know where and how to maximize return on investments in wildlife-friendly transportation  
infrastructure that benefit humans and wildlife alike.  In addition, strong bi-partisan support in 
Congress for wildlife crossing infrastructure supports the need for increased federal efforts to address 
this issue. 

1 Wildlife-Vehicle Collision Reduction Study: Report to Congress, Huijser et al, FHWA-HRT-08-034
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Support Wildlife Crossings in the Surface Transportation Bill 
Reauthorization

WILDLIFE CROSSINGS – special bridges, tunnels, culverts, and fencing that enable fish 
and wildlife to avoid traffic – have proven highly successful in reducing wildlife-vehicle 
collisions, increasing safety for both humans and wildlife.

Because wildlife often cross roads and highways at specific spots year after year, targeted investments 
in wildlife friendly transportation infrastructure can go a long way to making an entire stretch of road 
safer while reducing habitat fragmentation. 

Transportation and Wildlife



1. West Virginia
2. Montana
3. Pennsylvania
4. South Dakota
5. Michigan
6. Wisconsin
7. Iowa
8. Mississippi
9. Minnesota
10. Wyoming
11. South Carolina
12. Virginia
13. North Dakota
14. Missouri
15. Arkansas
16. Kentucky
17. Georgia
18. Kansas
19. Alabama
20. Nebraska

TOP TWENTY 
STATES WHERE 
WILDLIFE-VEHICLE 
COLLISIONS HAVE 
BEEN DOCUMENTED 
(FY19-20)*
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• Authorize a dedicated funding program that would provide 
competitive matching grants to states, municipalities, 
and tribes for projects and strategies to reduce wildlife-
vehicle collisions and protect motorists and improve 
habitat connectivity and wildlife movement;  

• Provide states, tribes, and federal agencies the tools to 
incorporate wildlife-vehicle collision reduction best-
practices and solutions that protect motorists and 
guarantee safe passage of fish and wildlife species into 
the planning, design, construction, monitoring, and 
preventative maintenance of transportation-related 
structures;

• Fund research into the causes and consequences of 
wildlife-vehicle collisions and develop sustainable 
solutions and data standardization through updated and 
expanded federal reports, studies, and trainings;

• Ensure that wildlife crossing projects are eligible for 
other surface transportation grants and funding sources 
including the Federal Lands Transportation Program, 
Block Grant Program, Nationally Significant Freight and 
Highway Projects, and Bridge Investment Program.

To address wildlife-vehicle collisions 
on America’s roads, the surface 
transportation bill should:

Source: https://newsroom.statefarm.com/
animal-collision/


