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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
December 12, 2024, at 9:00 am.
Town Hall
Minutes

Members Present: Susan Brennan (Zoom), Natalie Magdeburger (Zoom), Ann
Riley (Zoom), Winnie Lewis. Lois Twilley (Zoom), Odis Braxton (Zoom)

Members Absent: Julie Lee
Other Present: Erin Ellinger
Call to Order and Flag Salute at 9:03 a.m.
1. Discuss/approve minutes from meeting held October 10, 2024.

A MOTION to approve the minutes from the October 10, 2024,
meeting.

Moved by: Natalie Magdeburger
Seconded by: Ann Riley

MOTION passed unanimously.

2. Discuss matrix task/s for new Dark Sky’s Ad Hoc.

Educate and inform residents and visitors of the opportunities and benefits
of:

e  DarkSky concepts

DarkSky is now an Ad Hoc Committee. The matrix only covers the
Residential Concerns Committee, a specific matrix needs to be designated
for the Ad Hoc Darksky Committee.

(Chapter 3 page 16) Nature is Integral to Our Community Character:
Protecting natural habitat is important to many in Fenwick Island. This
natural habitat includes the bays, beaches, natural landscaping, and even the
night skies. The tree canopy and native landscaping are an integral part of
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the natural habitat, and the character of Fenwick Island. As redevelopment
occurs in Fenwick Island, the tree canopy and native landscaping are
increasingly removed. The loss of trees and naturalistic landscape should be
addressed through a variety of tools, including resident education programs
and volunteer opportunities, an ordinance review that assesses protection
standards, the planting of trees on existing public lands, and seeking grants
to assist in all of these efforts.

In regard to the night skies, the Planning Commission recommends the town
consider a campaign to educate our residents and business owners about
“Dark Skies.” The Dark Skies movement simply means reconsidering the
use of artificial light and reduction of light at night. Curtailing over
illumination has many benefits for humans, animals, and the environment.
Dark skies help regulate our circadian clock, which affects our sleep patterns
and other physical reactions. Seasonal changes such as length of nighttime
darkness help plants prepare for spring and fall. Natural dark nights provide
important signals to various animals that trigger events like amphibian
breeding and bird migration. Dark Skies practices prevent the wasted energy
of light shining where it is not needed or wanted. Light can be invasive.
Things as simple as using exterior motion sensors rather than steady all-
night lighting, curtailing the use of landscape and porch lights and operating
dock lights at night, can make a difference to the fish, birds, crabs and
animals that share our town.

The basic recommendations were education and the review of the lighting
ordinances. These two items should be moved to this committee. This will
allow anyone who is interested in this topic to easily follow through this
committee. If someone has a lighting concern, it first goes to the town, not
the committee. It is important that concerns and complaints come directly to
the town in a timely manner.

Ann Riley suggests promoting the complaint/contact us form on the website
and suggested the Mayor send this information out to residents in an email.
All complaints should be filtered through town hall first, then sent to the
appropriate staff or committee.

Susan said the committee has done education but would like to better
understand specific aspects such as what a kelvin is and what options are
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available for timing of lighting use. Ann feels more people need to be
reached and Susan suggested the DarkSky Committee host an evening
gathering when a celestial event is happening or during a full moon event. A
“Fenwick Goes Dark Night”. Specific lighting options need to be
recommended. A definitive DarkSky checklist would be helpful. We have to
be cognizant of maintaining a level of respect for property owner autonomy.

The Town has not adopted DarkSky principals at this time,
education/encouraging awareness is the recommendation from the Planning
Commission.

A MOTION that the Planning Commission chair attend a Residential
Concerns Committee and Ad Hoc Darksky Committee meeting to
educate committee members about the parameters of the charges from
the Comprehensive Plan and future charges pertaining to education.

Moved by: Natalie Magdeburger
Seconded by: Lois Twilley
MOTION passed unanimously.

The RCC will be updated on the creation and mission of the ad hoc
committee by the Planning Commission chair. Meeting with RCC first may
streamline the Ad Hoc Committee meeting. Susan will share some of the
educational and engagement ideas the commission has with the Darksky
committee.

. Update on tentative event Saturday, May 31, 2025, with FIPC, FIPD and
Business Committee for a 2025 Summer Season Kickoff, bike and
pedestrian safety awareness opportunity. A way for the businesses to
promote themselves, for road safety awareness and support our town’s
bikeability and walkability and new water cooler by the Town Hall
playground.

Bike racks will be ready for business by this time. This will be an all-around
summer kick off showcasing everything Fenwick. This event planning is in
the works, and we will have more information in February. Ann suggested
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adding to the event, possibly showcasing the pollinator garden or educate on
DarkSky. Dredged channels can be promoted at that time. Natalie hopes this
turns into a more frequent event and will benefit town attractions/businesses.

. Old business:
Committee Report Updates

The Business Concerns Committee report has been turned in. Susan will
finish her committee reports prior to the next meeting.

. New business:
Warren’s Station is in the process of being sold. The new owners have been
approved for a state liquor license. They are within all the town’s code
regulations.
. Public participation:
None
Next meeting February 6™ 9:00am
Adjourn
A MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 9:54 a.m.
Moved by: Natalie Magdeburger

Seconded by: Susan Brennan
MOTION passed unanimously.
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